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The ability to conduct high quality analyses of trade data is essential for decision making 
both in the government and the private sector. Multilateral, regional and bilateral trade 
negotiations, as well as the formulation and implementation of appropriate policies at a 
national level require an extensive analysis of economic data and an assessment of the impact 
of trade policy decisions. Similarly, sound international marketing strategies by the business 
sector need to be based on a qualified analysis and assessment of trade/market data. 
 
Over the years, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) and the International Trade Centre (ITC) have united in 
generating and providing trade-related data and identifying tariff and non-tariff barriers that 
pose major problems for developing countries attempting to expand and diversify their 
exports. The three organizations have extensive technical expertise in trade and trade policy 
analysis, as well as technical tools and up-to-date trade databases. 
 
These organizations recognize the role of universities and research institutes in teaching the 
next generation of graduates the skills needed to use trade databases and undertake trade data 
analysis, in providing policy advice to governments based on their original research and 
disseminating trade-related information among the general public. The importance of these 
knowledge institutions is reflected in the special attention given to cooperation with 
academia through the UNCTAD Virtual Institute on Trade and Development (Vi - 
http://vi.unctad.org), the WTO Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) and a 
number of instances of cooperation between the ITC and universities around the world. 
 

OBJECTIVE 
 
The goal of this workshop is to introduce and familiarise participants with different sources 
of trade and trade policy data, and the latest available analytical techniques, including partial 
and general equilibrium models. Particular emphasis will be placed on the methodological 
aspects, as participants are strongly encouraged to further use and disseminate the knowledge 
and materials presented in the workshop by incorporating them into their teaching and 
research activities.  
 
More precisely, the objectives of this workshop are: 
 
• To familiarize participants with the latest data on trade and trade policy (tariffs and 

non-tariff measures); 
 
 



 

 
• To present and train participants in the use of methodology for trade and trade policy 

analysis, including econometric models, gravity model for trade, partial and general 
equilibrium models; 

• To discuss possible ways of integrating trade and trade policy analysis into university 
programmes and identify areas of research to incorporate the techniques and data 
presented in the workshop; 

• To encourage the exchange of experience and networking among participants so as to 
facilitate future cooperation. 

 

AUDIENCE 
 
The workshop targets academics in developing countries involved in trade and trade policy 
teaching and research. In order to maximize the benefits from the different sessions, 
participants need to be familiar with the use of quantitative methods and have an 
understanding of the basic principles of partial and general equilibrium models. The 
workshop will build on this knowledge by applying it to the analysis of trade. The number of 
participants will be restricted to 25 so that appropriate support in all the activities of the 
workshop can be guaranteed. 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
The one-week workshop is organized around a number of presentations and hands-on 
training exercises on trade and trade policy, and research techniques. The combination of 
these two types of activities will provide the participants with the experience, skills, and 
teaching and research ideas as to how to apply different quantitative research techniques to 
trade analyses, and incorporate them into their own work once returned to their home 
institutions.   
 
In order to facilitate a better assimilation of the information, the workshop will count on a 
lead example relating to the European Union granting duty and quota free market access to 
Least Developed Countries that will serve as an illustration throughout the workshop. For 
instance, the lead example will examine: (a) how trade preferences to LDCs impact on their 
exports, as well as the exports of non-preference countries; (b) how trade preferences are 
affected by trade liberalization resulting from multilateral trade negotiations; and (c) how 
non-preference countries can compensate the absence of trade preferences by productivity 
enhancing policy measures. 
 
The working language of the workshop is English. 

 
PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME 
 
The five-day workshop will be structured into an introduction, three main topics (Trade 
Flows, Trade Policy, Other Policy Tools with Impact on Trade Flows) and a wrap-up session, 
as shown below. 
 



 

 Topic  Objectives 
 INTRODUCTION 
1 Quantitative trade flow 

and trade policy 
analyses 

To provide an overview of the wide area of quantitative trade and trade 
policy analysis and guide towards appropriate quantitative tools and 
methods. Not all areas will be discussed in detail later in the workshop. 

2 Trade as an instrument 
for development 

To show that trade is not an end in itself but one of the means to support 
development and reduce poverty, and to explain the conditions and 
limitations to achieve this objective.  

 TRADE FLOWS 
3 Trade flow analysis To show the usefulness of quantitative analysis for capturing and 

explaining basic facts, as well as raise awareness of its limitations and 
fallacies. 

4 Time series analysis 
versus cross-country 
studies 

To introduce simple correlation analysis, including relevant statistical 
software tools, such as Excel, Stata, etc., and to explain what can be 
learnt from the trade flows analysis. 

5 Econometric models To examine the usefulness of gravity models, including the risk of an a-
theoretical addition of a multitude of variables, and to learn how to 
construct one's own gravity model. 

 TRADE POLICY 
6 Trade policy data I: 

tariffs 
To demonstrate the availability and (partly limited) accessibility of 
relevant trade policy data (Trains, Wits, MacMaps, IDB, CTS, etc.), to 
discuss data quality and to familiarize participants with tools and data 
from UNCTAD, WTO, ITC and other organizations;  

7 Trade policy data II: 
non-tariff measures 

To examine non-tariff measures and attempts to quantify them, and to 
show that non-tariff measures are increasingly replacing tariffs as major 
trade barriers. 

8 Partial equilibrium 
models 

To examine the usefulness and limitations of PE models, including the 
interpretation of their results; to show one example of a PE model, e.g. 
ATPSM, SMART, GSIM; to discuss the distribution of gains and losses 
from liberalization. 

9 General equilibrium 
models 

To show that for some research questions GE models are superior to PE 
(e.g. linked sectors, government budget), and to present the models that 
are readily available (such as GTAP) and their advantages and 
disadvantages. 

10 Multilateral trade 
liberalization and 
regional trade 
agreements 

To apply the above mentioned methods on multilateral trade policy 
changes and RTAs; to learn about trade creation and diversion effects, as 
well as the benefits provided by trade preferences and the importance of 
rules of origin, and to discuss the magnitude and potential of South-
South trade. 

 OTHER POLICY TOOLS WITH IMPACT ON TRADE FLOWS 
11 Coherence To introduce the issue of policy coherence and show that trade flows can 

be affected by policy tools other than trade policy in a narrow sense, 
including relative changes in wages and productivity (i.e. unit labour 
costs) and exchange rates (which themselves are influenced, e.g., by 
international capital flows), as well as by supply-side measures. 

12 WRAP-UP SESSION To review the outcome of the lead example. To discuss how the 
knowledge, tools and materials from the workshop could be applied in 
participants' future teaching and research. 



 

 

VENUE 
 
The workshop will be hosted by the United Nations in Geneva. Further details on the specific 
location of the workshop will be provided later to the selected participants. 
 

REGISTRATION AND QUERIES 
 
The workshop, as well as training and reference materials are offered at no cost. However, 
participants will need to secure funds to cover their travel and living costs during their stay in 
Geneva. 
 
All interested candidates are requested to complete the attached registration form and send it 
to Ms. Vlasta Macku, Chief, UNCTAD Virtual Institute, by e-mail to 
vlasta.macku@unctad.org or by fax to +41-22-907 00 50) before 30 June 2006. Participants 
will be advised of their selection by 7 July 2006.  Requests for any further information on 
this workshop should be sent to the same address. 

 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 
Participants attending the workshop will have to arrange for visa formalities before their 
arrival in Geneva, Switzerland. The UNCTAD secretariat can prepare a letter of attendance 
at the workshop to facilitate the procurement of visa for those participants who require this 
service.   
 
Initial information about accommodation possibilities in Geneva is available for instance at 
http://www.geneve-tourisme.ch. A list of hotels can also be sent to interested participants 
upon request.  


